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Chinese-made drones have dominated the skies in the United States for years, with private owners, police departments, and firefighters deploying them
nationwide. But a new rule by the Federal Communications Commission on Tuesday will make it impossible for US consumers to buy the next
generation of these drones.
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The FCC banned the import and sale of all new drone models and critical equipment made by foreign manufacturers, including the world’s largest
drone maker DJI, by adding them into a so-called “Covered List” of entities deemed to “pose an unacceptable risk to the national security of the
United States.”
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The FCC decision, while excluding models already approved for sale and those currently in use, marks a culmination of years-long efforts to clamp
down on Chinese drones, such as those produced by DJI and another major drone maker Autel Robotics.
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DJI has expressed disappointment over the decision, which could also irk many drone users in the country. DJI alone commands about 70% of the
global market, according to data from market research firm Research and Markets. Beyond public sector use, Chinese drones have been widely
deployed across the US for tasks including infrastructure and construction inspections, crop monitoring, as well as professional and hobbyist
videographers.
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