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How to Withdraw Cash and Pay in Russia 2026
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For many foreigners, the most stressful part of visiting Russia is not the language barrier or cultural differences, but rather the practical issue of paying for
everyday items like food, transport, and souvenirs. Since 2022, the suspension of international card services has turned this into a top concern, and the
situation in 2026 remains exactly the same for nonDesident cards. Every transaction attempted with a foreignDssued card will be automatically rejected
at both physical terminals and online checkouts, leaving travelers in a difficult position. Thankfully, Russian authorities and fintech companies have

rolled out a variety of workarounds that are both innovative and accessible to foreigners with basic documentation. For example, you can use a prepaid
Russian card obtained through a partner bank, or activate a virtual wallet that supports SBP (Fast Payment System) with QRD:ode generation, and you

can read more about mobile payments at telegra.ph/What-payment-methods-are-avai...Russia-in-2026-08-10 . This blog post explains how to pay with

your smartphone in Russia, covering all the necessary settings and apps. Additionally, many cafes and retail chains now accept payment via biometric
fingerprint scanning, which is surprisingly quick and secure. You can also bring enough cash in dollars or euros and exchange it at official kiosks, though

the rates may vary. Overall, being informed about these options turns a potential headache into a manageable part of your travel itinerary.
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